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Fintown Valley Landscape Character Area is a distinctive inland LCA defined by a chain of 

mountains in the North West and framed by Aghla and Screig Mountains along the south 

east, these upland areas are separated by Lough Finn and the River Finn on the valley 

floor mirroring the orientation of Gweebara Fault. The R252 through Carra Gap connects 

Doochary to the northwest via the R250 to Fintown on the shore of Lough Finn in the 

southeast of this LCA.   

High bog covered mountains overlook Lough Finn creating a dramatic and emotive 

landscape, particularly when viewed from the R250 along the Lough and the old Fintown 

railway, Donegal's only operational narrow gauge railway. This sparsely populated area 

has isolated residential dwellings on the fringe of agricultural land and along the regional 

roads with most of the development contained within the village of Fintown.   

Landscape Character types 
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Underlying geology of granite with a range of stratified softer rocks along the south 

west consisting of limestone, schist and marble. The Gweebara Fault runs through 

the area and consequently landforms within follow its orientation. 

• Elevated mountain bog with exposed rock throughout is punctuated in parts by peat 

lakes and isolated areas of forestry.   

• The Finn River drains east through this LCA providing a historic access route across 

the county. 

Settlements 

• Fintown: Fintown is a linear village on the 

north of Lough Finn offering local level services.  

Fintown has several historic buildings and an 

original narrow gauge rail line that operates 

during summer months providing a three mile 

round trip along the shores of Loch Finn.  

History, Culture and Heritage 

• This LCA is within the Gaeltacht. 

• There are seven Recorded Monuments within this LCA at locations around the 

periphery. 

• Donegal Railway’s Glenties to Stranorlar line passed by the shores of Lough Finn 

from 1895 to 1959, along a narrow gauge track with a stop at Fintown station. A 

remaining feature in the landscape today, a 3 mile section of the original railway is 

restored and operates on a seasonal basis; it is the only operational railway in Co. 

Donegal. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies this area as predominantly ‘Blanket 

bog’ and ‘Open upland rough ground’ (Generic HLC-types). HLC states that although 

this area was never greatly settled the drier slopes were likely to have been utilised 

for extensive summer grazing.  

Access and Recreation  

• The R250 follows the valley floor, the river and the railway line along a southwest-

northeast axis, branching north towards Doochary at Fintown as the R252.  

• County road provides access along the Gweebarra river within the north of this LCA.  

Map/list Seascape units 

Part of Seascape Unit 12 encroaches on the very west of the landscape character area adjacent 

the Gweebara River. 

Key characteristics uses: Agricultural, tourism, forrestry and fishing. 

 

Coastal edge: There is no coastal edge within this LCA. 

 

Visibility: There are intermittent views from the coastal road. 

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Gweebarra salmonoid river, fresh water pearl mussel catchment area. 
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• Donegal Railway’s Glenties to Stranorlar line passed by the shores of Lough Finn 

from 1895 to 1959.  A portion of the line re-opened in 1995 and operates seasonally, 

popular with tourists and railway enthusiasts.   

• The mountains, lakes and scenery popular for hill walking and rambling. 

 

Biodiversity 

• This ecologically important landscape contains 752.4ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA), 325.9ha of NHA sites and 752.8ha of pNHA sites. 

• Ecologically important mountain lakes. 

• A number of conifer plantations on the mountain bog and along the Gweebarra River. 

• Sensitive eco-systems such as red grouse strongholds, golden eagle territories and 

fresh water pearl mussel catchments are in this area. 

• Cro na mBraonain Habitat & Red Grouse Sanctuary. 

• River Finn is a salmonoid river. 

Forces for change 

• Potential for further development of the railway line and station at Fintown. 

• Potential for fishing and other tourism associated with Lough Fin and the Mountain 

lakes.  

• Intensification of afforestation. 

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

 

 

 


